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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, RBO Pathanamthitta
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Yes... the long-awaited 300th Talented Banker is before us today..

An artiste who has proved her mettle across diverse fields.
A legal professional who shines bright in songwriting, poetry, dance, and teaching alike.
A star who truly stood out at the. TB’s Kozhikode Chapter Meet.

Rachana Subrahmanian

Law Officer

State Bank of India
Administrative Office, Ernakulam

Rachana is the younger of two daughters born to K. K. Subrahmanian, who worked as a foreman
at Shakthi Automobiles, and A. V. Ajithakumari, a homemaker and LIC agent. Her elder sister is
Sujina Subrahmanian. Both sisters are artistes.

When Rachana tried to trace her memories back to childhood, her words faltered—softened by
the memories of her father and mother, who are no longer with her. Soon, those memories
began to flow gently, like a calm stream.

Though natives of Kozhikode, the family lived in Kannur as her father worked there. While
accompanying her mother to pick up her elder sister from the Chala Anganwadi, young Rachana
would listen to the classes being taught—absorbing songs and dance instinctively. Geetha
Teacher, who taught her sister, discovered the little artiste within her. Her mother lovingly
nurtured this talent, preserving her sister’s lessons, Rachana’s tiny poems, and story narrations
in neat handwriting. Those notebooks are still treasured like priceless keepsakes by the
daughters. As Rachana recalled the memories of her mother—who breathed life into her artistic
pursuits—her words turned deeply tender.

After moving to Kozhikode, Rachana studied up to Class 10 at St. Vincent Colony Girls’ High
School, and completed her Plus Two at BEM Girls’ Higher Secondary School.

There was hardly any competition she did not participate in during her school years. She won
numerous prizes at the school and sub-district levels. During Plus Two, she secured first prize at
the state level for group dance. Even as a child, she wrote scripts for skits and tableaux.
Alongside her artistic pursuits, she remained active in the Guides movement—making her school



years vibrant and fulfilling.

At the age of four, when she presented Vailoppilli’s “Maambazham” as a small kadhaprasangam
in her village, the affectionate applause and tiny gifts showered upon her by the villagers
became her first encouragement. Her father, who deeply loved the art, introduced her and her
sister to recordings of eminent artistes’ kadhaprasangams of that era. Growing up listening to
them, the sisters later performed long narrative pieces such as Gandhari and Dakshayagam on
many stages.

She passed her Plus Two with distinction. Encouraged by a few friends, she chose to pursue LLB,
a path rarely chosen by girls at the time. She completed her LLB from Government Law College,
Kozhikode, and her LLM from Government Law College, Ernakulam. During her LLB, she won an
intercollegiate moot court competition and became a semi-finalist at the national level in moot
court, client counselling, and interviewing competitions. She also cleared the Company
Secretaryship Intermediate during her LLB years.

After completing her LLM, she briefly wore the lawyer’s robes before joining the State Bank of
India in 2013 as a Specialist Officer. Her first posting was as Assistant Manager (Law) at the
Hyderabad Administrative Office. Two years later, she returned to Kerala as the first Law Officer
at the Thrissur Administrative Office. She later served at the Kozhikode AO and RACPC, earning
her Scale Il promotion during this period. She is currently working with the Builder Relationship
Team at the Ernakulam Administrative Office.

During her tenure at Thrissur, her association with Mohan Sithara opened new doors for
Rachana, who had already been writing poems and songs. Recognising the poetic depth of her
lyrics, he guided her towards her first audio album. Leading singers such as Jayachandran,
Madhu Balakrishnan, Sithara, and Jyotsna lent their voices to her songs.

While working in Kozhikode, she was fortunate to be entrusted with writing the theme song for
“Azhak”, a project conceptualised by the Kozhikode Corporation. It was her friend Bini, the
Corporation’s Secretary, who brought the lyrics to the attention of the authorities. They
appreciated the work, had it composed by Mohan Sithara, and sung by Sithara Krishnakumar
and Anwar Sadath as the official theme song. For this she was later honoured at a function
attended by ministers and dignitaries—a moment that still feels like a dream to Rachana.

Rachana trains in Bharathanatyam and Kuchipudi under Vineeth Kumar, Director of Sousthava
School of Dance, Kozhikode, who has been teaching the award-winning dance items for various
arts festivals, including the recent State School Kalolsavam. She is also pursuing Mohiniyattam
from renowned dancer Gayathri Madhusoodanan. She has already completed her
Bharatanatyam Arangettam.

Many recognitions have come her way. Her music album “Onathintannu” received the
Lohithadas Memorial Award, which she accepted from the beloved poet and TB member,
Alankode Leelakrishnan. A gawwali-style song written by her for the film “Aanandha Kalyanam”
has crossed one million views on YouTube.



Amidst these engagements, Rachana actively serves as a women'’s representative in the SBI
Officers’ Association and as a member of the bank’s POSH Committee. She also organises several
training workshops for women and children. Speaking of the joy she felt when children trained
by her won awards at the QFFK short film competition, her words brimmed with enthusiasm.

From her student days—as a guide, teacher, and friend; as a protector during a critical phase of
life; and later as a partner in law and life—Advocate T. Shajith has been a constant presence. A
leading criminal lawyer at the Kozhikode court, he is a sensitive soul, an excellent orator, and a
dedicated teacher. Above all, he stands as a steadfast pillar of support for Rachana’s artistic
pursuits. Together, they founded the Yugadi Institute of Legal Education, which offers guidance
for advocates preparing for competitive legal examinations and for students aspiring to enter the
field of law. Rachana attributes the institute’s success to the involvement of their teachers and
friends.

Their daughter Veda, a ninth-grade student, is a talented dancer and a national-level basketball
player representing her school. Their son Vedang, an eighth grader, is also a student of Devagiri
CMI School.

When speaking of family, Rachana gratefully acknowledges the encouragement she received
from Shajith’s mother, Savithri Amma, a former secretary of a cooperative bank. After
retirement, under the pen name Gayathri Devi, she authored two novels and three poetry
collections—becoming an inspiration in herself. Rachana remembers this with deep gratitude.

To share her creative works with art lovers, Rachana runs a YouTube channel titled Vedang
Creations, and another channel, Yugadi Education, dedicated to legal awareness. Links to both
are given below.

Former Talented Banker Chithra was Rachana’s guide into the TB family. According to Chithra,
Rachana is also an excellent organiser. In short, Rachana is a complete package. Even earlier, she
had become well known as a dancer on SBI stages. Her childhood playmate and constant
companion in dance journeys is Bijnu Balakrishnan of South Indian Bank. At the Kozhikode meet,
the two performed to Rachana’s own song “Mayilaay Pirannenkil Mayilpeeli Thannene...”.
Appearing on stage as little Krishna was Chithra’s daughter Ambika. Rachana says that the song,
rendered in the soulful voice of Jayettan, echoes in her ears with every movement she makes.

With a deep fondness for the number three, Rachana’s first reaction on hearing “300th Petal”
was one of pleasant astonishment at the coincidence. In the days ahead, we can look forward to
many more tender and soulful creations from her. A song in Biju Narayanan’s voice is set to be
released this year, and discussions are underway for a project with music director Sharath.
Screenwriting, lyrics, acting, and dance—Rachana’s dreams unfold in a hundred hues.

The TB family, with overflowing affection, wishes that all these dreams come true.



